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By Dick Russell Continued from page 1 
that included Gjngressman Richard- 
son Preyer and Carl Stokes. There has long 
been speculation that someone pretending to 
be Oswald may have called at the Cuban and 
Soviet embassies, blazing a false trail. 

* photograph of a man on the curb in 
Oe^y Plaza is known among assassination 


vv 

researchers as “the umbrelli man.” In films 
taken as the president was shot, the same 
man is depicted raising and then lowering a 
black umbrella as JFK’s limousine passes. 
Some researchers have speculated that the 
■ umbrella might actually have been an exotic 
weapon that fired the fatal shot. ■ • 
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Maurice Bishop is a more proved story. 
My knowledge of him began in the summer 
of 1976 when, in the course of researching a 
book on the assassin ’ion, I spent a week in 
Miami’s Cuban exi' community. One of the 
men I hoped to interview was Antonio Vecia- 
na, a founder of an anti-Castro group called 
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Alpha 66. In the. early 1960s — before the 
Keimedys curtailed commando raids against 
Cuba — Veciana had helped raise $100,000 to 
support such paramilitary attacks. Reported- 
ly, he had also been involved in at least one 
assassination plot against Fidel Castro. But 
when I mentioned Veciana’s name to a Mi- 
ami investigator for Senator Richard 
Schweiker’s JFK subcommittee, I was im- 
mediately discouraged. The man did live in 
Miami, I was told, but had recently been re- 
leased from prison on a narcodcs charge and 
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••socl.te of Maurice Bl,hor 
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